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developmental health of Senior Kindergarten students
across Canada. The EDI is a questionnaire which is
completed once every three years in Ontario. The EDI is a
tool which is feasible, affordable, and able to report on
populations of children from all walks of life and ethnic
groups over time. The survey includes 104 questions which
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a population based measure, able to predict outcomes
which may have lonterm consequences for populations.

Children are born ready to learn, their brains wired to
absorb sensory information at an astounding rate. The
knowledge and skills a child gains in their early years (birth
to age six) are used to shape their understanding of the
world around them. The proportion of positive and negative
stimulation that a child receives in the early years lay the
foundation for their cognitive and social abilities later in life.

Children who enter Grade One with adequate social and
communication skills, the ability to cope with frustration
and stress, and age appropriate motor, language, and
cognitive development levels are able to take advantage of
learning opportunities offered by school. Studies have
aK2gy GKIG SIENIeé 95L OKAfR
lifelong health, learning, and behaviour.

The EDI is designed to be a tool to increase mobilization of
communities and policy makers in order to have a positive
AYLI O 2y OKAft RNByQa RS@St 2L
is provided to prompt new community policies and
programs in order to assist children and families in need.



Number of Valid EDI Children

The following chart shows the total number of EDI questionnaires received and the final humber of EDI questionnaires valid 1
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Superior North Region. The number of valid EDI children in the Thunder@gerior North Region is 200, highlighted in théoye

bubble. The Thunder BaySuperior North Region includes the townships of Dorion, Red Rock, Nipigon, Rossport, Schreilwer, Terra

Bay, Marathon, Manitouwadge, Armstrong, the Municipality of Greenstone, and the First Nations of Gull Bay, Heron B4a, Pays
Pic Mobert, Marten Falls, MacDiarmid, and Aroland.
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EDI Descriptive Report

The EDI measures
OKAf RNByQa

health at school entry
which covers five differen
domains of their

development.

EDI Domains

Physical Health and Well -Being - 13 Questions Physical readiness for school: children are
dressed properly, are rested, arrive at school on time and are not hungry. Physical independence
children look after their own needs, have established hand preference, are well coordinated, and do not
suck their thumb. Fine and gross motor skills: children can hold a pencil, crayon, or brush, tie thei
shoes, and play on the playground.

Social Competence - 26 Questions Overall social competence: children are able to get along
with others, usually cooperative and selfnfident. Responsibility and respect: children follow rules,
take care of materials, and accept responsibility for their own actions. Approaches to learning: children
work neatly and independently, solve problems, follow instructions, and adapt easily to change.

Emotional Maturity - 30 Questions Prosocial and helping behaviours: children often help others
when they are hurt, sick, or upset, offer to help spontaneously and invite bystanders to join in. Anxious
and fearful behaviour: children are happy, enjoy school, and are comfortable being left at school by
caregivers. Aggressive behaviour: children do not use aggression to solve conflict, do not have tempe
w@nirurns, and are not me2an to others. Hyperactivity and inattention: children are able to concentrate,
settle to chosen activities, wait their turn, and think before they act.

Language & Cognitive Development - 26 Questions Basic literacy: children know how to
handle a book, can identify some letters and attach sounds to some letters, show awareness of rhymin
words, know the writing directions, and are able to write their own name. Interest in literacy/numeracy
and memory: children have interest in books and reading, math and numbers, and remember things.
Advanced literacy: children can read simple and complex words or sentences, write voluntarily, anc
write simple words or sentences. Basic numeracy: children can count to 20 and recognize shapes ar
numbers, sort and classify, understand simple time concepts and ustoenge correspondence.

Communication Skills & General Knowledge - 8 Questions Children communicate their
needs, wants, and feelings easily and effectively, show age appropriate general knowledge, cal
participate in story telling, articulate words clearly, and are proficient in their native language.
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EDI Descriptive Report

Vulnerable Children

Baselines population) on any of the five domains. Higher vulnerability indicates that a greater
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percentage of children are struggling.

Percentage of Children Vulnerable by Domain
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struggling, even those

whose struggles may no

be apparent.

The graph below illustrates the Thunder Ba8uperior North 2014/15 results for the percentage of
children vulnerable on at least one and at least two domains compared to Ontario 2014/15 population.
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EDI Descriptive Report

Distribution of EDI Scores

fall into the Vulnerable (lowest 10%), At Risk (128%b6), and On Track (25P80%) categories for each
EDI domain. Children who score in the Vulnerable and At Risk categories are more likely to fall behind i
later grades in academic achievement. The scores are shown in relation to the Ontario 2014/15 scores.

’ The graphs below illustrate the percentage of children in the Thunder Bagerior North Region who

Research shows that
vulnerability at school
entry is associated with
poorer scores on

provincial standardized

tests in Grade 3.
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Note: Distributions may not equal 100% due to missing values in a domain.
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